
	

 

Workshop: Activating Learning in the Classroom 

Trainer: Lynda Yates, Professor, Department of Linguistics and Associate Dean International 
- Faculty of Human Sciences, Macquarie University 

Day: Tuesday, 16 January 2018 

Timing: 09.00am – 11.00am 

Venue: Nehru World School, E Block, Shastri Nagar, Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh 201002 

Phone: +91 120 275 8565 

 

CONCEPT: 

Contemporary approaches to teaching draw on the essential insight that learning is not only 
more motivating but also more effective when students participate actively and creatively in 
their own learning. Yet it is not always clear exactly how teachers can activate their students, 
especially those used to traditional, teacher-fronted pedagogical approaches, to contribute 
proactively in their classes.  

The challenges facing teachers can include large, diverse classes, restricted resources, and 
time pressures from the need to cover specific aspects of the curriculum within short time 
periods. Moreover, assessment practices both inside and outside the school, and pressure 
from parents who may have been educated in very traditional contexts and thus be suspicious 
of innovation in the classroom can all make it difficult to adopt modern approaches to active 
learning. 

OBJECTIVE: 

The aim of this session is to support teachers to activate learning in their own classes by 
focussing on the minor adjustments that they can make to increase student participation. We 
will start by discussing current expectations of classes across the curriculum and the benefits 
of activating student learning. We will then go on to explore a range of simple techniques that 
require little preparation in order to reflect on their suitability for application in different 
classrooms with students of different ages and ability.  

NOTE: 

Participation certificates will be awarded after the workshop.  
The workshop does not require any participation fee.  
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Lynda Yates is Professor in the Department of 
Linguistics and Associate Dean International for the 
Faculty of Human Sciences. In this latter role, Lynda 
engages with partner institutions around the world to 
represent the range of human sciences researched and 
taught in the faculty. These include various branches of 
psychology and cognitive Science, education and 
linguistics, including perception, ageing, emotional 
health and neuropsychology; primary, secondary and 
early childhood education; linguistics, applied 
linguistics, audiology, language acquisition and speech 
and language pathology.	

Lynda has an honours degree in foreign languages and postgraduate diploma in Education 
from Manchester University, U.K; a Master of Arts from Lancaster University U.K. and studied 
with supervisors from Education and Psychology for her Phd at la Trobe, Australia. During her 
professional career Lynda taught language and communication skills to adults in a number of 
countries, in both educational and industrial settings. Building on this practical experience, she 
has been closely involved in the design, management and delivery of postgraduate university 
programs and research-based teacher professional development for many years.  

Her research covers a range of issues related to language education and the development of 
spoken skills among adult language learners, and she has published widely in the areas of 
pronunciation, pragmatics and workplace communication. Recent projects have included a 
longitudinal exploration of English language learning among recent migrants to Australia, the 
assessment of pronunciation in IELTS and the communication challenges faced by 
international medical graduates practising through English. Current projects focus on out-of-
class learning among international students. The research theses she has supervised cover 
a wide range of topics, including the acquisition and use of various aspects of pragmatics, 
intercultural communication, pronunciation teaching, codeswitching, language pedagogy, 
curriculum, task-based language teaching, spoken communication, international education 
and the use of ‘thing’ in Australian English. 

Lynda has published in a number of premier journals in her field including Applied Linguistics 
and TESOL Quarterly, and she regularly reviews for international journals in the areas of 
teacher education, language and language learning. For a number of years, Lynda edited the 
journal Prospect: A journal of Australian TESOL, and she currently serves on the Editorial 
Board of English Australia. 

Lynda has extensive experience of management as Acting Director of the AMEP Research 
Centre, Head of the Linguistics Department and as Associate Dean International in two 
different universities.   

  Professor Lynda Yates 
  Associate Dean International  
  Faculty of Human Sciences  
 
    



 

A PLACE OF INSPIRATION 

Uniquely located in the heart of Australia’s largest high-tech precinct, Macquarie brings 
together more than 40,000 students and 3000 staff in one thriving hub of discovery. Our 
campus spans 126 hectares, with open green space that gives our community the freedom to 
think and grow.  

More than AU$1 billion has recently been invested in our facilities and infrastructure so our 
students and staff can thrive in an environment that is inspiring and switched on to the latest 
digital technologies. With more than 100 leading companies located on or around the 
Macquarie campus, our students are able to tap into industry connections that give them an 
edge in their future careers, while our staff have access to outstanding research and 
innovation opportunities with some of the world’s leading organisations. 

RENOWNED FOR EXCELLENCE 

While only 50 years young, Macquarie has risen to be a progressive and influential institution 
both locally and internationally. It is presently ranked in Top 200 universities internationally 
and top 10 in Australia (By ARWU 2017) 

Many of the best universities across the US, UK, Europe and Asia choose to partner with us, 
as do global organisations such as Microsoft, Optus, Google, and Johnson & Johnson. Such 
partnerships are testament to our reputation as a university that produces research, and 
learning and teaching innovations that are world class. 

It is because of our reputation that we rank among the top two per cent of universities in the 
world and the reason why we hold a 5-star QS rating recognising that our graduates are among 
the most sought-after professionals in the world. 

And, with a strong tradition of innovation and exploration, we continue to break new ground, 
ranking among the top 100 institutions in the world for accounting and finance; communication, 
cultural and media; Earth and marine sciences; education; English language and literature; 
geography; law; linguistics and psychology. 

A PROUD TRADITION OF DISCOVERY 

Macquarie is bold and innovative. Unconstrained by tradition, we take a pioneering approach 
to research. Such an approach is largely responsible for our enviable reputation for research 
excellence – 100 per cent of our research is ranked at world standard or above and more than 
100 of our researchers are ranked in the top one per cent of researchers in the world. 

Our framework for the future – world-leading research with world-changing impact – is brought 
to life by renowned researchers whose audacious solutions to issues of global significance 
are benefiting the world we live in. 

 
   About Macquarie University  
    
   



Looking to the future, we have developed five research priorities – healthy people, resilient 
societies, prosperous economies, secure planet and innovative technologies – that provide a 
focal point for the cross-disciplinary research approach that is at the heart of our ethos. 

INNOVATION THROUGH INGENUITY 

Macquarie has a strong record of innovation. We helped develop the technology that 
underpins modern Wi-Fi systems, we lead the world in environmental science and the impacts 
of a changing climate on society and industry, and we pioneered online treatments for mental 
health conditions, providing cost effective access to advice and support for residents of the 
most remote parts of our country.  

Additionally, we are the only Australian university to be involved with several innovative 
international research projects with leading universities and organisations. These include 
Parkinson’s disease research with The Michael J. Fox Foundation, construction of a fully 
synthesised yeast chromosome and the development of 5G wireless technologies. As we look 
to the future, we are constantly seeking new solutions to the challenges the world faces. 

BUILDING SUCCESSFUL GRADUATES 

From our beginnings, we have defied the traditional boundaries of academia. Instead, we have 
pioneered – and continue to pioneer – learning and teaching approaches that challenge 
conventions and shift thinking. 

Our pioneering approach is built around a connected learning community. Our students are 
considered partners and co-creators in their learning experience. Their face-to-face 
experience is paired with sophisticated and interactive digital resources. Their courses are 
linked to the latest research discoveries. They are connected with industry partners through 
internships and work placements. We design many of our degrees in collaboration with 
industry and many are also accredited by peak professional bodies, giving our students a 
head-start on their careers. Additionally, we offer our students a package of career accelerator 
initiatives that educate, enable and empower them to launch a career in whatever field ignites 
their passion. 

To know more: www.mq.edu.au 

CONTACT: 

Anuradha Gupta 
Head – Partner Engagement, Macquarie International 
M: +91 98108 37220 E: anuradha.gupta@mq.edu.au	
 
	


